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Sunday, June 28, 2009 

Graduation Sunday 

Monday-Friday, July 20-24, 2009 

Vacation Bible School 

Sunday, August 23, 2009 

Annual Picnic 

Sunday, September 13, 2009 

Renewal Sunday 

Saturday, November 14, 2009 

Food Festival 

Saturday, December 19, 2009 

Christmas Banquet 
 

It’s Time 
 
I recently read that in 2006 The Concise Oxford English 
Dictionary announced that the word time was the most-
often used noun in the English language.  
It’s June, it’s summertime and it’s time for harvest. What a 
joy it is to receive your emails with pictures of graduates of 
this year. Each picture is unique; each one has a story of 
achievements. Each person says, “It’s time to end one stage 
and move on to the next chapter.” 
 
The Apostle Paul was cautious about the use of time. By 
reading his letters and Acts of the Apostles, we see Paul 
was a man who used time wisely. He made use of every 
opportunity to travel, preach and establish churches. In his Letter to the Ephesians, which we studied lately 
Paul writes: 
“Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity 
(making the best use of the time), because the days are evil” (Eph 5:15-16). 
Most of the time we are in a rush. It is understandable that we all have our jobs, families, responsibilities 
and duties that we cannot postpone. Yet, the trap that invades our lives and families is that by keeping too 
busy we postpone the most important things in our lives. 
Usually we are so occupied by urgent things that we postpone the most important elements of life. Prayer, 
scripture reading, spiritual growth, exercise, family time and building relationships are somewhere on our 
list but being not so urgent they are often compromised or even canceled.  
 
We cannot continue this way. Our CACC motto for this year is “A Renewed Mind.” The renewal of our minds 
does not happen automatically. We should deliberately set aside time for God, for His Word, for Christian 
growth and for building relationships. These days we keep hearing about our graduates.  However, there is 
no graduation in spiritual life. If you think that Scripture is boring, because you read it many times and you 
know the message, you miss the point. Once you put the Word of God to practice, nothing becomes boring. 
Every day, God teaches you a new thing and leads you in new ways for your life. 
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Keeping with tradition, C.A.C.C. once again hosted a memorable banquet. On April 25, 2009, Halajian Hall 

was filled to capacity with guests who arrived to hear sage words of the evening’s keynote speaker, New 

York Assistant District Attorney, Peter Kougasian. Adding sparkle to the event were Emcee Stephanie 

Adrouny, Assistant News Director at KGO and our very own C.A.C.C. 

choir, accompanied and directed by the multi-talented duo of Mrs. 

Arminé Adrouny and Reverend Nerses Balabanian, respectively. 
  
Kougasian began his remarks by 

conveying warm wishes from his boss, 

District Attorney Robert Morgenthau, 

grandson of the late Henry Morgenthau 

who was the US ambassador to the 

Ottoman Empire and witness to the 

Armenian Genocide. In addition to his 

position with the District Attorney’s 

Office, Peter Kougasian currently serves as a vice president of the Armenian 

Missionary Association of America (A.M.A.A.). and is an active member and Sunday school teacher at the 

Armenian Evangelical Church of New York. 
  
Interjecting humorous personal anecdotes, Peter Kougasian managed to drive home the message that there is 

no better time than the present to remain steadfast to truth. Kougasian 

addressed the current push to pass the Armenian Genocide Resolution, 

H.Res. 25, and expressed disappointment that President Barack Obama 

was not more emphatic in his acknowledgement of April 24’s 

significance. He explained that while President Obama does publicly 

recognize this horrific time in history,  Kougasian reflected the sentiment 

that many Armenians feel in that the President’s phrasing on April 24  

intentionally avoided using the term, “genocide,” in his official Armenian 

Commemoration statement. 
  

Giving credit to his six year-old son, Alex, for pointing out the parallelism, 

Kougasian noted that the temptation Adam and Eve faced in the garden was a 

question of the price one is willing to pay for the promise of something better. 

Similarly, as Armenians and as Christians, he expressed, we must not deny 

truth for the promise of being politically correct or popular. Kougasian clarified 

by saying that the “simple” act of taking a bite of fruit in the Garden of Eden 

for infinite wisdom had tragic consequences. In this manner, he explained, the 

simple act of being politically correct for the sake of political alliances also has 

its consequences and the easy route is not always the best choice. Kougasian shared a quote of violinist Mr. 

Greg Mazmanian, who happened to be a guest with his family that evening. When Mazmanian is asked how 

he has raised three children to become accomplished musicians, he simply would tell his kids after practicing 

a piece, “Do it, again.” In the same manner, Kougasian would like to see Armenians not give up in trying to 

pass the Genocide Resolution. Kougasian concluded by saying as Christians, regardless of circumstances, we 

must always be prepared to forgive. 
  
The evening came to a close as guests mingled some more after the program, with many thanking Banquet 

Committee Chairperson Mr. John Kerkezian for having put together a successful event. Some were lucky 

enough to take home fresh and vibrant floral centerpieces, artfully arranged by Araxie Ekmekjian, and all left 

looking forward to next year’s banquet. 

Taleen Nazarian 

Peter Kougasian 

Stephanie Adrouny 
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The children of CACC began the Palm Sunday service in procession down the aisle through the sanctuary 

carrying olive branches and calla lilies, symbolizing Jesus’ triumphant entry 

into Jerusalem in the days before his Passion.  

Alidz Nazarian organized a beautiful program; 

she coordinated the three Easter songs sung by 

the children who ranged in age from toddler to 

fourth grade.  Rubina Garabedian sung a 

beautiful solo in Armenian, “Hisous e eem 

Ders”(“Jesus is My Lord”) and Gabriel Damir 

read from Mark.  After the program, the children proceeded downstairs, 

where Arpi Haleblian treated them to special programs and Marge Damir helped the children with their 

Easter play. 

 

Respectfully, 

Julia Damir 
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On March 22, Razmig Minassian was 
ordained.  A procession of over 
twenty Armenian Evangelical clergy, 
faithful brothers in Christ entered 
the sanctuary filled close to capacity.  
Rev. Ron Tovmassian opened the 

evening service with a special Call to Worship, followed by the Worship Team of Erika 
Levonian, Greg Shanoian, Tim Ketenjian, Ara Darakjian, and Robert Saldana led the 
congregation in singing “How Great is Our God,” and “Before the Throne of God Above.” 
 
The service continued with Haig Darakjian, AEUNA intern at UACC, reading the Apostles 
Creed and presenting the invocation and Rev. Joseph Matossian, Minister to the AEUNA, 
welcomed everyone. 
 
Pastor Sarkis Karaminassian, of St. Nareg Church, Whittier, read Scripture in Armenian and 
Rev. Serop Megerditchian, brother-in-law of Razmig from the Armenian Evangelical 
Emmanuel Church in Allepo, Syria gave a special message.  This was followed by the choir, 
under the direction of Hovan Tahjerian, singing the  beautiful hymn “Be Thou My Vision.” 
 
Rev. Mgo Mekredijian, of Armenian Euphrates Evangelical Church, Providence, RI, and a friend of Razmig, read the Scripture 
in English and Rev. Aren Balabanian, First Armenian Presbyterian Church, Fresno, also a friend of Razmig, delivered the 
English sermon. 
 
Rev. Greg Haroutounian, from the First Armenian Church in Belmont, MA where Razmig interned, said, “Do not fear, for the 
Lord is with you.  Have a fearless passion to speak the Truth and spread the word of God.”  Rev. Jason Matossian told the 
congregation that Razmig “has been called to UACC to pastor, teach, and lead the congregation as an under-shepherd of 
Christ.  It is the congregation’s responsibility:  to pray for Razmig for growth in his relationship as a man of God, for his family 
life, and for his ministry; to partner with Razmig by encouraging him and overwhelming him, not with requests, but with 
readiness to serve Jesus; and to love Razmig for the glory of God and the growth of His kingdom at UACC. 
 
The service then continued with a special format that included greetings from Rev. Joseph Matossian.  A presentation of the 
candidate for Ordination by the Moderator of UACC, Darrell Levonian, to the Minister of the AEUNA, and a response by the 
Moderator of the AEUNA, Rev. Avedis Boynerian of Armenian Memorial Church, Watertown, MA. 
 
Rev. Ron Tovmassian read scriptures from the Prophet Isaiah, the Apostle Paul, and from Jesus Christ to the first disciples:  
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (Mark 1:17) 
 
It was now time for Razmig to proclaim that, indeed, he has been called by God to serve the church of Jesus Christ.  Family 
and friends sat contemplatively as Razmig accepted the challenges.  The congregation then accepted Razmig as Pastor of 
Christian Education. 
 
The traditional “laying on of hands” by the clergy was an awe-inspiring fellowship welcoming Razmig into the brotherhood of 
believers. 
 
Representing the Board of Deacons, George Phillips, Jr. and Joyce Zurnacian presented Razmig with his pastoral robe.  His 
wife, Jennifer, and mother, Alice, placed the robe on Razmig.  Reverend Avedis Boynerian placed the clergy stoles on Razmig.  
The service concluded with the singing of the Hyer Mer and Rev. Razmig Minassian delivering the benediction. 
 
An elegant reception organized by Rita Berjikly of the Young Women’s Circle and Grace Kurkjian of United Women followed 
the service.   
 

Joyce Zurnacian 
Taken from the Herald, May/June 2009 

Rev. Razmig & Jennifer Minassian 
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Meet Calvary Church Missionaries – Rick & Rebecca Emenaker 

 

On March 29, 2009 Calvary Church had the great pleasure of having our missionaries, Rick & Rebecca 

Emenaker visit our church and share their missionary work with “Mission Aviation Fellowship” (MAF) 

both from the pulpit and after church. The Emenakers were the first missionaries the Calvary Church 

Missions committee supported when the Missions Committee was established. 

 

Rick and Rebecca have been missionaries with MAF for about 17 years.  Their first assignment was in 

Suriname (Geography lesson: It is on the Northeastern coast of South America) where they spent about 9 

years flying to the remotest parts of the country supporting other missionaries, doctors and Bible 

translators. For the last 8 years the Emenakers were stationed in Russia and helped the missionary 

outreach of MAF in Siberia. 

 

The Emenakers spoke to us about their new assignment starting July.  They will return to Suriname for 

two years, where Rick will be serving as the new program manager of Suriname Mission Flight Services, 

while they are rebuilding their program. Rick will be working with and training a couple of new pilots 

and mechanics, enabling the mission organization to continue to serve the community for many years to 

come. 

 

The Emenakers have three children:  Hannah the eldest is Junior at Biola’s School of Intercultural 

Studies. She is preparing for a short term Missions program to go to South Korea. Nathanael is first year 

at Biola and their youngest Rachel is in High School. 

 

Please remember to uplift the Emenakers in your prayers as they finalize the details of their upcoming 

assignment in Suriname.  

 

Remember that for missionaries, it is more important our prayer support than our financial support. 

 

In Him, 

 

John Haleblian 

It’s time; we need to make the most of every opportunity.  A few weeks ago, I spoke to the Peninsula Bible 
Church Cupertino men’s group.  That same night, one of the listeners called me and gave me the phone 
number of an Armenian woman he met on the bus. The man wanted me to call her and invite her to church.  
I did not know the man, nor the woman, but I was touched by his attitude of making use of every opportunity 
to use time wisely and reach out. 
 
It’s time, let us not postpone the most IMPORTANT in our lives. 
 
May God help us. 

Rev. Nerses Balabanian, Pastor 
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For information please call the  

church office:  (415) 586-2000  
 

Children’s Sunday School, Junior High and 

High School Youth Groups:  San Francisco, 

every Sunday.   

Women’s Coffee Time with God:  San Jose, 

every Thursday.  

Coffee Time with God:  San Francisco, first 

Thursday every month.                      

Men’s Bagel Time with God:  Los Altos, fourth 

Saturday every month.                       

HomeBuilders for Young Couples & Families:  

South Bay & Peninsula, third Saturday every 

month. 

FaithBuilders Couples Ministry:  South Bay & 

Peninsula, first Saturday every month. 

College & Career:  South Bay and Peninsula, 

every Wednesday.  

Weekly Dinner Bible Study:  San Francisco, 

every Monday.  

Foster City, Peninsula Bible Study:  Last 

Tuesday every month. 

Church-wide Prayer Meeting:  Los Altos 1st 

Thursday every month. 

 

  
 
 

Sunday, October 18, 2009 

1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Annual San Francisco Hunger Walk 
 

As members of the Brotherhood Way 

community our church will be partnering with 

our neighbors to participate in the annual San 

Francisco CROP* Walk.  This event is 

sponsored by Church World Services and the 

San Francisco Interfaith Council. 

 

The Walk will take place around Lake Merced 

and end with a Block Party along Brotherhood 

Way.  As part of the festivities, there will also be 

information available regarding disaster 

preparedness as San Francisco will be observing 

the 20th Anniversary of the Loma Prieta 

Earthquake. 

 

Information about joining a walk team is 

available from the San Francisco Hunger Walk 

Coordinators: Marilyn Saner, (415)265-3809, 

msaner@att.net,or Marc Jung,(510)848-7024, 

marcauditor@juno.com. 

 

*CROP: “Communities Responding to 

Overcome Poverty”. 

Margaret Shamlian 

 

Saturday, November 14th, 12:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
Sunday, November 15th, 12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

 

For almost three decades now, the Annual Food Festival has been the major fund raising event of our church.  We’ve 
also used this event as an opportunity to share the gospel and a taste of our Armenian culture with the local 
community. 
 

The Food Festival is an all church event and needs your support as a dedicated church member.  Please call the 
church office to find out how you can help before or during the Food Festival (415) 586-2000.  We would also 
appreciate donations and gift certificates from your favorite store or restaurant. 
 

Reserve your food order now.  Based on last year, the take out food is expected to go fast - don’t miss out. 

ՀՀՀՀՀ          *          ՀՀՀՀՀ          *          ՀՀՀՀՀ          *          ՀՀՀՀՀ

mailto:msaner@att.net,or
mailto:marcauditor@juno.com
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Adam Ghatta (Pre-K) David Khoury (Pre-K) Chance Nix (K) Andrew Icardi (Elem.) Colin Gulesserian (M.Sch.) 

Liana Krakirian (M.School) Alexa Nazarian (M.Sch.) Aram Nazarian (M.Sch.) Andre Shabazian (M.Sch.) 

Brian Badeer (H.School) Paige Icardi (H.School) Kristina Mardinian (H.Sch.) Sarah Pickett (H.School) 

Ara Sadakian (H.School) Mark Sagherian (H.School) James Shamlian (H.School) Greg Adrouny (BA) 

John Badeer (BA) 
Lara Palanjian (BA) 

Kevin Richards (BS) Vehazoun Guekguezian (DDS) 
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RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 
 
TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 

   

BIRTH 

We congratulate Bryan and Valina 

Agbabian for their newborn son, Arman 

Mihran Agbabian, born on Sunday, May 

17, 2009.  Congratulations also to the grandparents. 

BAPTISM 

Our congratulations to Rodney and Aileen Hartunian 

on the baptism of their twins, Benjamin Douglas 

Hartunian and Brooke Alexis Hartunian on Sunday, 

May 17, 2009.  Please pray for them. 
 

 

COMMUNION SERVICES FOR 2009 

    Sunday, July 12, 2009 

           Sunday at 11:00 a.m. 

  Sunday, September 13, 2009 

               Sunday at 11:00 a.m. 

   Sunday, November 22, 2009 

        Sunday at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Calvary Messenger is produced as a ministry update for 

our congregation and friends.  Donations to offset printing 

and mailing costs are appreciated.  Any comments, errors, 

omissions and/or newsworthy items may be addressed to the 

editors, care of the church office or sent via email to our box 

at cacc@cacc-sf.org.  Please check our website for current 

ministry information:  http://www.cacc-sf.org   


