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 Introducing our Interim Pastor, Rev. Calvin Sagherian 
 

Pastor Calvin was born and raised in Beirut Lebanon, the son of Rev. and Mrs. Hagop 
Sagherian, and the youngest of four siblings.  He attended Armenian Evangelical schools as 
well as the Armenian Evangelical Church of Ashrefieh and was deeply impacted by the 
ministries of his parents and his siblings.  His parents lived out in the home what they taught 
in the church.  His brother John’s ministry with Youth for Christ led him to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and his sisters’ commitment to discipleship modeled Christian 
growth.   
 

He immigrated to Canada at the start of the civil war in Lebanon where he continued his 
education at the University of Toronto. Here Pastor Calvin was very active in the youth 
ministry of the Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto, where he received his calling into full time ministry.  He 
continued his education at Talbot School of Theology in Southern California while serving as an intern at Lake Avenue 
Church in Pasadena. It was here that he met his wife, Janine, who was also raised in a pastor’s family. 
 

They got married in 1986 and Pastor Calvin received his first call to serve as the assistant pastor at Pilgrim Armenian 
Congregational Church in Fresno, California.  Seven years later, God called the Sagherians with their two kids, James and 
Emily to Lebanon to serve as the Campus Minister of Haigazian University. They moved once again with their third child, 
John, in the year 2000 to Pasadena to pastor the Armenian Brotherhood Bible Church where they served for sixteen years. 
 

In recent years Pastor Calvin has had the unique privilege of participating in a dialogue towards peace and reconciliation 
with Turkish pastors.  Recently he was also able to visit Armenia where he taught seminars and Bible classes to support the 
AMAA’s efforts to bring formal training to local Armenian Evangelical pastors.  
 

Later that year, Rev. Sagherian made himself available to care for Calvary Armenian Congregational Church in San 
Francisco as our Interim pastor, since January 2018. 
 

Rev. Calvin has a passion for meeting with God daily and teaching His Word. He also has an enthusiasm for discipleship 
and building relationships with people in order to encourage them in all walks of their spiritual journey.   
 

A perfect day for Pastor Calvin would include coffee with his wife, a competitive game of tennis or golf with a friend and a 
good laugh over dinner with his kids.   

 

This past fall, I had the opportunity to make a pilgrimage back to my father's family’s 
roots in Diyarbakir (Dicranagerd), Turkey.  Like many of our stories, my family members 
were martyred during the Genocide due to their unshakable devotion to Christ.  
 

As I was in the city where their blood was spilt, I had this thought:  “Maybe the greatest 
injustice is not that Turkey denies the genocide.  Maybe the greatest injustice is that our 
martyrs blood has yet to reap a harvest of souls among Turks and Kurds.”  After all, 
martyrdom precedes revival.  Consider how 40 virgins were martyred before Armenia 
converted to Christianity.  
 

Along with that thought, I was convicted that it was my responsibility to pray for the 
salvation of Turkey because Jesus says, “Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you” (Matt. 5:44). Therefore, I prayed in Diyarbakir, “Lord, may the blood of 
the martyrs reap a harvest of souls!”   
 

This year, I will be moving to Yerevan, Armenia to join a team with a missions 
organization called ACTS (acts.global).  We will be laboring among the believers to mobilize prayer for the surrounding non-Christian 
nations as well as to train and send missionaries from Armenia into the muslim world, where millions do not even have the opportunity to 
hear the Gospel.  
 

Armenia has a special blessing upon it because God “…shows love to a thousand generations of those who love me…” (Deut. 5:9-10). 
Just as God blessed Abraham to be a blessing to the nations, we Armenians are also called to bless the nations by engaging in Christ’s 
Great Commision (Matt. 28:19).  
 

In the words of my great-grandmother (mother's side), genocide survivor Yevnige Salibian, “God has a purpose for Armenians, to be 
light of the world! And see what is love, not hate.” Amen!  

Chinar Merjanian 


